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in support of research by 55 
early career scientific investigators

The Sleep Research Society Foundation (SRSF) provides support for growth and 
development in the field of sleep and circadian research. The SRSF was established in 2005 
by the Sleep Research Society Board of Directors to provide support for investigators to 
conduct pilot studies that would form the basis of more comprehensive applications to 
federal agencies, private foundations, and industry partners. 

Since its inception, the SRSF has awarded more than $1.9 million in support for research by 
55 early career scientific investigators. The SRSF has helped investigators obtain NIH and 
other government funding through research supported by SRSF awards.

$1.9 MILLION1.9 MILLION
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT,  
KRISTEN L. KNUTSON, PHD

The Sleep Research Society Foundation 
(SRSF) is pleased to share good news 
and updates of the Foundation’s 
activities in 2020, especially given 
the difficult time everyone faced 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The Foundation announced the eighth 
solicitation for the SRSF Career 
Development Award, receiving 29 high 
quality applications. This SRSF award 
is an important stepping-stone to future 

success for many of the recipients. We are extremely grateful to 
the Scientific Review Committee, chaired by Cathy Alessi, MD, 
for undertaking the review of these proposals. The review process 
was aligned to the NIH grant review model, scoring each of the 
submissions for scientific merit, mentoring, environment, and 
research plan. The Sleep Research Society Foundation Board of 
Directors gratefully accepted the Committee’s Report and selected 
four of these proposals to fund. Three awards are on the broad 
topic of sleep/circadian research and one on the topic of sleep and 
electrical neuro-modulation. The three proposals selected under 
sleep/circadian research represent a broad range of topics and 
approaches including: a project by Thomas L. Andrillon, PhD, 
about daytime sleep intrusions in ADHD: behavioral consequences 
and countermeasures; another by Natália L. S. Machado, PhD, 
on investigating of a neuro-circuit involved in sleep homeostasis 
control and stress-induced insomnia; and Grigorious Oikonomou, 
PhD, to study the serotonergic regulation of sleep in zebrafish.  
On the topic of sleep and electrical neuro-modulation, Brandon 
Nokes, MD, will work on the physiologic assessment of the 
mechanisms underlying negative effort dependence. These projects 
help to increase the knowledge of sleep and circadian science 
and change the way we think about the impact of sleep in public 
health.  Funding for these awards would not be possible without 
committed pledges of support from SRS members and corporate 
partners through the Funding Our Future Scientists Campaign. 

We are thrilled to report that since the inception of the Funding 
the Future Scientist’s Campaign in 2017, we have secured 
$267,413 from 93 committed SRS members and $ 993,500 from 
13 committed corporate partners, making it possible to fund 14 
SRSF Career Development Award recipients between 2017 and 

2020!  This international fund-raising initiative provides funding 
for the SRSF Career Development Award, which helps early-career 
sleep and circadian investigators with resources to further their 
research and launch their careers to make significant advances in 
sleep and circadian science. With nearly $2.4 million promised 
in pledges from individual and corporate support to be fulfilled 
over 5 years, SRS members and industry have demonstrated 
their unprecedented support of the SRSF. The success of the 
Campaign’s effort would not have been possible without the 
leadership of Dr. Allan Pack, the dedicated members of the 
National Steering Committee, and the generous support of our 
corporate partners and Sleep Research Society members. Further 
details of the Campaign are provided in the pages of the report.  
We urge you to continue fulfilling on your pledge to the Campaign 
so we can continue to safeguard the future of our field through 
supporting the cutting-edge research of our early-career members. 

The 2020 Annual Appeal raised funds for important programs 
beyond the flagship SRSF Career Development Award.  These 
programs include the SRS Mentor-Mentee Award, the SRS Small 
Research Grant, and travel awards/scholarships to specialized 
meetings, including the 2020 SLEEP Meeting Undergraduate 
Travel Award, and the SRS Foundation’s scholarship to attend 
the 2020 Young Investigator’s Research Forum.  We are happy to 
share that the 2020 Annual Appeal raised $37,587 from 274 SRS 
members!  The success of this appeal could not have been possible 
without the efforts of the 2020 Annual Appeal Committee, chaired 
by Kathy Reid, PhD. The committee’s outreach efforts to our 
generous SRS members helped 20 early-career investigators to meet 
with mentors, begin a small research project and attend conferences. 

The importance of these career development awards and 
programs for the advancement of scientific careers cannot be 
overstated and cannot be achieved without your support. If you 
have not donated to the SRS Foundation, I personally urge you 
to support the important work of the SRS and its Foundation, 
especially during this difficult time in our community. Now, 
enjoy the success stories told in the 2020 annual report.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SRS MEMBER DONORS!

$5,000+
Anonymous

$1,000+
Sonia Ancoli-Israel PhD, FAASM
Christopher J Earley PhD, MBBCh, FAASM
Kristen L Knutson PhD
Ronald S Szymusiak PhD, FAASM

$500+
Christine Acebo PhD
Edward Bernreuter
Daniel J Buysse MD, FAASM
Mary A Carskadon PhD
Namni Goel PhD
Heinrich Gompf PhD
H Craig Heller PhD
Thomas S Kilduff PhD
Elizabeth B Klerman MD, PhD
Ken M Kunisaki MD
Mark R Opp PhD
Thomas Roth PhD, FAASM
Katie Sharkey
Nita L Shattuck PhD
Kenneth P Wright PhD

$250+
Cathy A Alessi MD
Thomas J Balkin PhD, FAASM
Jeanne F Duffy MBA, PhD
Kathryn Reid PhD
Kingman P Strohl MD, FAASM
Thomas Uhde, MD
James K Wyatt PhD, FAASM

$100+
Tetyana B Kendzerska MD, Fariha 
Abbasi-Feinberg MD, FAASM
J. Todd Arnedt PhD
Vineet Arora
Maria Neus Ballester Roig M.Sc.
Kelly G Baron PhD, MPH
Donald L Bliwise PhD, FAASM
Mark S Blumberg PhD
Helen Burgess
Tina M Burke PhD
Omar E Burschtin MD, FAASM
Brian E Cade PhD
David W Carley PhD
Subhajit Chakravorty MD
Stephanie J Crowley PhD
Christopher M Depner PhD
Victor B Fenik PhD
William Fishbein PhD
Judith A Floyd PhD

Peter Franzen
Leah Friedman PhD
Lei Gao MD
Michelle Garrison PhD
Kuljeet K Gill MD, FAASM
Sasikanth Gorantla MD
Daniel J Gottlieb MD, FAASM
Michael A Grandner PhD, MTR, 
DBSM, FAASM, FAHA
Madhulika A Gupta MD, MSc, RST, FAASM
Heidi M Guyer PhD
Martica Hall PhD
Erin Hanlon
Deborah Hartman
Brant P Hasler PhD, DBSM
Conrad Iber MD
Stephanie Jones PhD
Håvard Kallestad
Melissa P Knauert MD, PhD
Christopher S Leonard PhD
Xianchen Liu
Brendan P Lucey MD
Joanna MacLean MD, PhD
Diego R Mazzotti Ph.D.
James T McKenna PhD
Lisa J Meltzer PhD
Kiwamu Misaki MD
Margaret L Moline PhD
Martin C Moore-Ede MD, PhD
Stephen Morairty PhD
Douglas E Moul MD, MPH, FAASM, FAPA
Janet M Mullington PhD
Thomas C Neylan MD, FAASM
John Noel
Bruce F O’Hara PhD
Sairam Parthasarathy MD, FAASM
Dante Picchioni
David T Plante MD, PhD, FAASM
Ana Pocivavsek PhD
Stuart F Quan MD, FAASM
Anstella D Robinson MD, FAASM
Dominic J Roca MD, PhD, FAASM
John D Roehrs MD, FAASM
Vishal Saini MD
Mark H Sanders MD, FAASM
Frank A Scheer PhD
Carlos H Schenck MD
Michael Scullin PhD
James P Shaffery DPhil
Priyattam Shiromani PhD
Stephen J Thomas PhD
Lowery L Thompson MD, FAASM
Hans P.A. Van Dongen PhD
Giancarlo Vanini MD
James K Walsh PhD
Teresa Ward

$99 and under
Olga Galli PhD
Emerson M Wickwire PhD, FAASM
Lisa F Wolfe MD, FAASM
Christine Won MDc
Michelle R Zeidler MD, FAASM
Michael J Abrams Dr.
Daniel Aeschbach PhD
Ravi Allada MD
Sam Al-Saadi MD, MS
Sara J Aton PhD
Hrayr P Attarian MD, FAASM
Holly E Barilla M.S.
Radhika Basheer PhD
Mathias Basner
Andrew E Beaudin PhD
Roxanna M Bendixen PhD, OTR/L, FAOTA
Elaine Blank PhD
Ryan M Bottary BS
Raymond E Bourey MD, FAASM
Julia T Boyle PsyD
Adam D Bramoweth PhD
Patricia A Carter PhD, RN, CNS
Larry Carter
Evan D Chinoy PhD
Stephen S Chung MD
Jesse D Cook M.S.
Tony J Cunningham PhD
David M Davis BS Pych, RPSGT
Spencer C Dawson PhD
Isabel T De Andres PhD
Denise Dewald MD
Suzanne S Dickerson DSN
Jessica R Dietch PhD
Helen Driver PhD, RPSGT, CCSH
Katherine A Duggan PhD
Charmane I Eastman PhD
Carol A Everson PhD
Dorothee Fischer
Brienne B Miner MD, MHS
Brian K Gehlbach MD
Aman Gill MD
Sam Gillman HBSc
Jennifer R Goldschmied PhD
Michael R Goldstein PhD
Ramon Greenberg
Kevin B Gregory
Diana Grigsby PhD,MPH
Ilana Hairston PhD
Wendy A Hall PhD, RN
John R Harsh PhD, FAASM
Amy Hartman MS, OTR/L
Laura B Herpel MD
Kimberly A Honn PhD
Sally Ibrahim MD
Ashley M Ingiosi PhD
Bilgay Izci Balserak PhD

Paul G Jackson PhD
Suzan E Jaffe PhD, FAASM
Nana Jiao
Thirumagal Kanagasabai PhD
Mary C Kapella PhD, RN, FAAN, ATSF
Ihori Kobayashi Ph.D.
Andrew D Krystal MD, FAASM
Leon Lack
Heidi Lammers-van der Holst PhD
Kathryn A Lee PhD, RN
Jessica C Levenson PhD
SHI-BIN LI PhD
Junjie Liu MD, PhD
Louise MacDonald
Carrie E Mahoney PhD
Janna Mantua PhD
Jennifer L Martin PhD, FAASM
Cecile A. M Martin FNP-BC, MS
Christy Mather
Michael P Mead Ph.D.
Edward Mezerhane MD
Valerie Mongrain PhD
Seth Morrison
Barbara L Parry MD
Slobodanka Pejovic
Iris A Perez MD
Megan E Petrov PhD
Mia Pino
Domingo Rodriguez-Cue MD
Kathryn Roecklein PhD
Ann M Romaker MD, FAASM
Carol L Rosen MD, FAASM
Brieann Satterfield PhD
Edward P Schuman MD, FAASM
Kazue Semba
Ari Shechter PhD
Mina Shimizu PhD
Jong Cheol Shin PhD
Stacey L Simon PhD
Andrea M Spaeth PhD
Gary Stanton MD, FAASM
Nancy Stewart DO
Marie-Pierre St-Onge PhD, CCSH
Patrick J Strollo Jr, MD, FAASM
Haoqi Sun PhD
Naoko Tachibana MD, MSc, PhD, RPSGT
Fred Turek PhD
Bryan J Vila PhD
Adrien Waeber
Joyce A Walsleben PhD, RN, D, ABSM
Ariel A Williamson PhD
Lora J Wu PhD
Huan Yang PhD
Yasushi Yoshida MD, PhD
Jennifer L Zaslona
Mark R Zielinski PhD

The Sleep Research Society Foundation wishes to acknowledge and thank the following individuals for their contributions which directly 
supported the programs related to the 2020 Annual Appeal.

As of 12/31/20. It is our goal to ensure accuracy in donor reporting. Names are listed as they were provided during the donation process. 
Please contact foundation@srsrnet.org with any updates.
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THANK YOU TO OUR  
2020 ANNUAL APPEAL COMMITTEE 

The Sleep Research Society Foundation is grateful for the dedication of our 
Annual Appeal volunteers. These individuals are responsible for leading this 
effort and their contributions should be applauded. 

Philip Cheng, PhD
Henry Ford Health System

Erin C. Hanlon, PhD
University of  Chicago

Josiane Broussard, PhD 
Colorado State University

Michael A Grandner, PhD, MTR, 
DBSM, FAASM, FAHA

University of  Arizona

Christopher Depner, PhD 
University of  Colorado Boulder

CHAIR

Kathryn Jean Reid, PhD 
Northwestern University
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FUNDED AWARDS 
AND SCHOLARSHIPS

The SRSF was pleased to support these early stage investigators so they can continue to learn and 
grow as sleep and circadian researchers. Thank you to the many 2020 Annual Appeal donors who 
made this possible!

2020 SRS Small Research Grant Recipients 
This grant is designed to support the research of trainees and early career investigators who otherwise do not have the institutional 
resources to support new studies and/or do not have a sustained record of external funding. It provides seed funding to support training 
and research to ultimately allow individuals to successfully apply for or complete career development grants (e.g. K-awards).

Tony Cunningham, PhD – Boston College, Beth Israel  
     Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School
Daniel S. Joyce, PhD – University of Nevada, Reno
Natalie Michael, PhD – The Quebec Heart 
     and Lunch Institute Research Center

Darlynn Rojo-Wissar – Johns Hopkins     
     Bloomberg School of Public Health
Bruno Saconi – University of Pennsylvania

2020 SLEEP Meeting Undergraduate Trainee Travel Award Recipients 
This award is offered for undergraduate trainees with an interest in pursuing a career in sleep or circadian rhythms to  
attend the SLEEP Meeting. 

Ilesh Kharadi 
Catia Reis - University of Lisbon
Elise Lindsey - University of Arkansas
Abigail Vance - University of Arkansas

Alicja Skwara - Washington State University 
Adrien Waeber - The Center of Investigation and  
     Research in Sleep, Lausanne University Hospital

Janet Cheung, PhD – The University of Sydney, Australia
Cassandra Godzik-Dziobek, PhD, NP – Dartmouth  
     Hitchcock Medical

2020 SRS Mentor-Mentee Award Recipients 
This award supports trainees with limited mentoring options in their chosen field of interest and connects them to mentors at 
other institutions, providing face-to-face learning of state-of-the-art research techniques, methods, and grant writing. 

Misol Kwon, BS, RN –  The State University 
     of New York at Buffalo 
Po-Yang Tsou MD, MPH –  Driscoll Children’s Hospital

2020 SRSF Young Investigator’s Research Forum Scholarship Recipients 
The SRS Foundation partnered with the AASM Foundation to provide scholarships to virtually attend this event which is  
aimed at providing guidance, tactics, and strategies to better position young investigators for a successful career in sleep  
and circadian research. 

Tony Cunningham, PhD – Boston College, Beth Israel  
     Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School
Kristin Hoddy, PhD – Pennington Biomedical 
     Research Center
Mairead Moloney, PhD – University of Kentucky

Katrina Speed, PhD – Center of Excellence for 
     Suicide Prevention
Caitlan Tighe, PhD – Veterans Affairs, Pittsburgh 
     Healthcare System



LOOKING BACK...  
• Would it have been beneficial to attend more scientific conferences as a trainee?
• Did you have a mentor that helped you navigate your path early in your career?
• Was applying for your first grant an overwhelming experience?
• Do you think an additional $50,000 in research funding would have helped 

jump-start your career?

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  S U P P O R T I N G  T H E 
NEXT GENERATION OF 
SLEEP AND CIRCADIAN 
RESEARCHERS?

The SRS Foundation provides funding for 
travel grants, mentor programs, grant 
writing workshops, investigator research 
awards, and other programs that benefit  
early-career investigators.  

Your contribution of $50, $100, $250, 
$500, or $1,000 will help underwrite these 
programs to recruit the best and brightest to 
the sleep and circadian sciences.

Make your donation today at  Make your donation today at  
sleepresearchsociety.org/foundation sleepresearchsociety.org/foundation 
or by scanning the QR code.or by scanning the QR code.

All contributions are  tax-deductible and will All contributions are  tax-deductible and will 
be recognized through SRSF’s comprehensive be recognized through SRSF’s comprehensive 
recognition program! Make your gift today!recognition program! Make your gift today!

sleepresearchsociety.org/foundation     6
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PROGRESS UPDATE

In 2017, the Sleep Research Society Foundation embarked on the “Funding 
our Future Scientists” Campaign, an international fund-raising initiative 
to raise support to fund early-career investigator awards so more sleep 
and circadian researchers will be able to launch their careers to make the 
significant advances needed to understand and treat sleep disorders.

With nearly $2.4 million promised in individual pledges and corporate support to be 
fulfilled over 5 years, SRS members and industry have demonstrated their unprecedented 
support of the SRSF.

Thank You to the Supporters of the Funding Our Future Scientists Campaign!

Without support from our SRS members and corporate partners, none of this 
would be possible.  Thank you to those who have completed their pledges and 
those who are committed to fulfilling their pledge commitments in the future.

from 93 members from 13 corporate partners award recipients

Progress Update Since 2017

$267,413 $993,500 14
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DONORS

The Sleep Research Society Foundation thanks the supporters of the Funding Our Future 
Scientists fundraising initiative. Without support from our members, none of this would be 
possible. Thank you all for everything you do.

Chairman’s Circle
Anonymous
Sean P.A. Drummond, PhD
Patrick M. Fuller, PhD
Michael Irwin, MD
Andrew D. Krystal, MD
Emmanuel Mignot, MD, PhD
Allan I. Pack, MBChB, PhD
Mark Rosekind, PhD

Diamond Circle
Julie Carrier, PhD
Janet M. Mullington, PhD
Susan Redline, MD
Kathy Reid, PhD
Patrick J. Strollo Jr., MD
Ronald S. Szymusiak, PhD and Polly Moore, PhD
Robert J. Thomas, MD 
David P. White, MD

Emerald Circle
Sabra M. Abbott, MD, PhD
Sonia Ancoli-Israel, PhD
Daniel J. Buysse, MD
Mary A. Carskadon, PhD
Jeanne F. Duffy, PhD
Colin A. Espie, PhD
H. Craig Heller, PhD 
Thomas Kilduff, PhD
Larry Kline, DO, FAASM
Kathy Lee, PhD, RN
Brandon Lu, MD
Ulysses J. Magalang, MD, FAASM
Naresh M. Punjabi, MD, FAASM
Peter Shiromani, PhD
Gary K. Zammit, PhD

Ruby Circle 
Sara J. Aton, PhD
David F. Dinges, PhD
Meir Kryger, MD
Jennifer L. Martin, PhD
Oregon Institute of Occupational Health Sciences
David M. Rapoport, MD
Eve Van Cauter, PhD
Kenneth P. Wright, PhD

Sapphire Circle
Christelle Anaclet, PhD
Anonymous
Raanan Arens, MD
Najib Ayas, MD
Radhika Basheer, PhD
Donald L. Bliwise, PhD
Jeff Borchardt
Jun Cai, PhD
Michael W. Chee, MBSS
Chiara Cirelli, MD, PhD
Christopher M. Depner, PhD
Christopher Drake, PhD
Victor B. Fenik, PhD
Namni Goel, PhD
Joshua J. Gooley, PhD
Susan T. Harbison, PhD
Michael C. Khoo, PhD
Daniel G. Lorch, Jr., MD
Mark Mahowald, MD, FAASM
Andrew A. Monjan, PhD
John Noel
Masaka Okawa, MD
Thomas Penzel, PhD
Carol A. Rosen, MD, FAASM
Russell Rosenberg, PhD, FAASM

Thomas Roth, PhD
Jo M. Solet, PhD
Robert Stickgold, PhD
Katie L. Stone, PhD
Sigrid C. Veasey, MD
James K. Walsh, PhD
Simon Warby, PhD
Edward M. Weaver, MD
Terri E. Weaver, PhD, RN
Shawn D. Youngstedt, PhD

Jade Circle
Mark S. Blumberg, PhD
Josiane L. Broussard, PhD
Tony Cunningham, PhD
Raj C. Dedhia, MD
Jeffrey S. Durmer, MD, PhD
Carol A. Everson, PhD
Barbara E. Jones, PhD
Elizabeth B. Klerman, MD, PhD
Kristen L. Knutson, PhD
Dorit Koren, MD
Bruce F. O’Hara, PhD
Aric A. Prather, PhD
David M. Raizen, MD, PhD
Clifford B. Saper, MD, PhD
Nita L. Shattuck, PhD
Ignacio E. Tapia, MD
Wendy Troxel, PhD
Arthur S. Walters, MD
Phyllis C. Zee, MD, PhD
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This initiative is paramount 
to the success of the SRSF 
Career Development Award. 

Thank you for your  
multi-year commitment.

DIAMOND CIRCLE $50,000+ ANNUALLY

EMERALD CIRCLE $20,000+ ANNUALLY

RUBY CIRCLE $10,000+ ANNUALLY

SAPPHIRE CIRCLE $5,000+ ANNUALLY

JADE CIRCLE $2,500+ ANNUALLY

EMERALD CIRCLE $20,000+

RUBY CIRCLE $10,000+

SAPPHIRE CIRCLE $5,000+

JADE CIRCLE $2,500+

CORPORATE PARTNERS
THANK YOU TO OUR 
CORPORATE PARTNERS!

We truly appreciate your 
annual commitment in support 
of our programs.

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE $100,000+ ANNUALLY
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The Sleep Research Society Foundation is grateful for the dedication of all of 
our Campaign volunteers. These individuals are responsible for leading this 
effort and their contributions should be applauded. 

CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP

Patrick Fuller, PhD Andrew Krystal, MD

CHAIR

Allan I. Pack 
MBChB, PhD

David Dinges, PhD Sean Drummond, PhD

Mark Rosekind, PhD Thomas Roth, PhDEmmanuel Mignot, 
MD, PhD

Janet Mullington, PhD Kathryn J. Reid, PhD

James K. Walsh, PhD Terri E. Weaver, PhD, RN David P. White, MD
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We are confident that these early career stage investigators 
will increase our knowledge of sleep and circadian science and 

change the way we think about the impact of sleep in public health.

2020 CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDEES

Thomas L. Andrillon, PhD
MONASH UNIVERSITY
Daytime sleep intrusions in ADHD: behavioral consequences and countermeasures

Natália L. S. Machado, PhD
BETH ISRAEL DEACONESS MEDICAL CENTER/HARVARD MEDICAL SCHOOL
Investigating of  a neuro-circuit involved in sleep homeostasis control and stress-induced insomnia

Brandon Nokes, MD
UC SAN DIEGO/MAYO CLINIC ARIZONA
Physiologic assessment of  the mechanisms underlying negative effort dependence

Grigorious Oikonomou, PhD
CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
Serotonergic Regulation of  Sleep in Zebrafish
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Years Name Institution Project Title

2019 Annemarie I. Luik, PhD Erasmus MC University Medical Center
Disentangling the Association Between the HPA-Axis and 
Poor Sleep: A Longitudinal Population-Based Approach

2019 Chanpreet Singh, PhD California Institute of Technology
Investigating the Mechanisms Underlying Sleep Regulation 
by Vasoactive Intestinal Polypeptide in Zebrafish

2019 Jason L. Yu, MD University of Pennsylvania
Novel Polysomnographic Metrics of Arousal as 
Predictors of Upper Airway Stimulator Success

2019 Huan Yang, PhD
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center/Harvard 
Medical School

RAAS Biomarkers of Renal Function and Blood 
Pressure Response to Repetitive Sleep Restriction

2018 Saurabh Thosar, PhD Oregon Health & Science University
Circadian Rhythms of Vascular Function 
in Cardiovascular Disease

2018 Heming Wang, PhD
Brigham and Women’s Hospital, Harvard 
Medical School and Broad Institute

Multi-Omics Investigation of Iron-Related 
Pathways in Sleep-Disordered Breathing

2018 Ariel Williamson, PhD
Perelman School of Medicine, 
University of Pennsylvania and 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia

Adapting an Evidence-Based Behavioral Sleep 
Intervention for Urban Primary Care

2017 Yu Sun Bin University of Sydney
What is Long Sleep? Objective Correlates 
of Long Sleep Duration and Prospective 
Associations with Healthcare Utilization

2017 Matthieu Flourakis Northwestern University
Role of the Cationic Leak Channel Nalcn 
in Mammalian Circadian Physiology

2017 Anne Venner
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 
and Harvard Medical School

Functional Characterization of a Genetically and 
Anatomically Defined Sub-Population Underlying Insomnia

Since 2008, the Sleep Research Society Foundation has worked tirelessly to widen the reach of our  
support for early-career investigators. Below are the researchers that have been funded since  
this award program’s inception.

PAST CAREER DEVELOPMENT AWARDEES

sleepresearchsociety.org/foundation     12



Years Name Institution Project Title

2016 Christopher Depner, PhD University of Colorado Boulder
Mechanisms of Insufficient Sleep Contributing to Metabolic 
Disease Risk and Impact from Sleep “Weekend Recovery”

2016 Jeffrey Donlea, PhD University of California Los Angeles
Using the Fruit Fly to Identify Consequences of 
Sleep Loss in Memory-Encoding Circuits

2016 Heather E. Gunn, PhD University of Pittsburgh
Adolescent Sleep, Circadian Rhythmicity, and 
Cardiovascular Disease Risk: A Dyadic Approach

2014-2015 Josiane Broussard, PhD University of Colorado Boulder
Influence of Physical Activity Status on the 
Effects of Insufficient Sleep on Metabolism

2014-2015 Sara Biggs, PhD Monash University
Identifying Pathways for New Treatment 
Strategies for Children with Primary Snoring

2014-2015 Michael Scullin, PhD Baylor University
Slow-Wave Sleep and Prospective Memory 
Consolidation in Aging Adults

2014-2015 Jon T. Willie, MD, PhD Emory University
Reflex and Murine Cataplexy: Proof of Concept 
for Novel Therapy for Narcolepsy Type 1

2013-2014 Joseph Dzierzewski, PhD University of California Los Angeles
Long-Term Clinical Outcome of 
Hypersomnia in At-Risk Older Adults

2013-2014 Jimmy Fraigne, PhD University of Toronto
Optogenetic Probing of Narcolepsy/
Cataplexy Dopamine Circuitry

2013-2014 See Wan Tham, PhD Seattle Children’s Hospital
Sleep-Wake Disturbances and Pain 
Responsivity in Adolescents

2010-2011 Monika Haack, PhD
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Centre & Harvard Medical

School Does Sleep Maintenance Insomnia 
Lead To Stronger Activation of Stress Response 
Systems Than Sleep Onset Insomnia?

2008-2010 Natalia Tulina, PhD University of Pennsylvania Function of Sleep in the Regulation of Stem Cell Activity
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2020-2021 SRSF BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT 

Kristen L. Knutson, PhD 
Northwestern University  

SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Sara J. Aton, PhD 

University of Michigan 

DIRECTOR AT LARGE 

Ravi Allada, MD    

Northwestern University

Daniel J. Buysse, MD    

University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

Stephanie J. Crowley, PhD 
Rush University Medical Center

Namni Goel, PhD 
Rush University Medical Center

Martica Hall, PhD 
University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine

H. Craig Heller, PhD 
Stanford University

Andrew D. Krystal, MD 
University of California San Francisco

Sairam Parthasarathy, MD, FAASM 
University of Arizona Health Sciences

Frank A. J. L. Scheer, PhD 
Brigham & Women’s Hospital 
Division of Sleep Medicine

Jesse Cook 

TRAINEE MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
University of Wisconsin

Staff
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